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themselves with an half religion nor to think that Divine
worship was confined within the walls of the church, the prin-
cipal part of it being without doors and consisting in being
conversant with mankind. If men lived an upright^ sober,
chaste life then and not till then they might look upon them-
selves as religious. . . . He had a great aversion to all pre-
tences to extraordinary piety which covered real dishonesty;
but had a sincere affection for those whose religion was
attended with integrity of manners." This passage, and
particularly the portions of it which I have italicised, are of
peculiar value as explaining the qualities in Sheldon which
proved irresistibly attractive to his friend Falkland. During
the early days of that friendship, Sheldon was a Fellow of
All Souls, but was elected to the Wardenship of that society
in 1635-6. But already, as Clarendon tells us, his "learning,
gravity and prudence . . . had raised him to such a repu-
tation that he was then looked upon as very equal to any
preferment the Church could yield or hath since yielded to
him". We may surmise, however, that powerfully as Falk-
land was drawn to the learned scholar, he was even more
attracted by the singularly unostentatious piety of the man
who like his host thought more highly of a good life than of
a long prayer, and who courageously rebuked vice in the
highest quarters. Sheldon may have been more of a states-
mag than a divine; he may have shown official harshness to
Burnet's friends, but Oxford has good cause to cherish the
memory of one of the most munificent of its benefactors,
while the biographer of Falkland is seriously concerned to
vindicate the character of one of the most intimate and per-
haps the most distinguished of his friends.

A strong contrast to the figure of the statesman-arch-
bishop is that of his friend, Henry Hammond. Like Sheldon
he was a chaplain to Charles I., and like him was in close
attendance upon his master at Oxford, at Hampton Courthe country and a scientific
